
Hopewell Presbyterian Church                                                        Morning Worship Service 

Blanket Sunday 

October 13, 2019  ___   __________      ___ _____   __                                                   11 a.m. 
 

As you enter the Sanctuary today, you are encouraged to pray and meditate quietly 

as you prepare to join in the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude:  “The Solid Rock”                                                                               William Bradbury 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candles   
 

*Call to Worship:                                                                                                   from Psalm 62 

 For God alone my soul waits in silence. 

  For my hope is from Him. 

 He alone is my rock and salvation, 

  My fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

 On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 

  My mighty rock, my refuge is in God! 

 

WE PRAISE GOD 
 

*Hymn of Praise No. 435:                                                “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison): 

 God of mercy, you send your Holy Spirit to convince us of our sin and our need for you.  

We confess that our lives are twisted by pride and greed.  We see ourselves as pure and worthy 

when we are stained, as great when we are small.  We have failed in love, forgotten to be just to 

others, and daily turned from your call to discipleship.  Lift the burden of our sin.  Have mercy 

upon us.   
 

Silent Confession of Sins 

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

 Hear the Good News of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD'S WORD 
 

A Time With Young Disciples:  Blanket Sunday                                                Sarah Scoggin                                            

All children are invited to the front of the Church for the Children’s Sermon. 

Following this time, parents are welcome to take children three-years-old and younger to 

 the Nursery (Room E-14 of the Education Building) for the remainder of the Service. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 



Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 103:8-14                                                Pew Bible OT pg. 524  
 

Anthem:  “If You Love Me (Feed My Sheep)”  John Purifoy                                Chancel Choir 
 

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 5:1-7                                                    Pew Bible NT pg. 4  

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon:  “Blessed Are The Merciful”                                                            Rev. George Slaton 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*Hymn of Response No. 840:                                                             “When Peace like a River” 
 

*Affirmation of Faith--The Apostles' Creed (unison):                                              
    “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 

into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.”                  
 

*“Gloria Patri”                                               No. 581, Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                                       
 

Minute for Mission                                                      Eileen Moreno, La Escuelita San Marcos 

                                                                                               Maria Gundy, Caterpillar Ministries 
 

Offering of Tithes and Gifts                                                                            
 

Offertory:  “The Lord Is My Shepherd”                                                               arr. Don Hustad 
 

*Doxology                                                        No. 606, Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Our Lord’s Prayer (unison): 

 “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.”      
 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 744:                                                      “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

*Congregational Response No. 543, verse 1:        “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 
 

*Postlude:  “Alleluia! Laud and Blessing”                                                                 Tocher Sion 
 

*All those who are able, please stand 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We extend a sincere welcome to everyone who is visiting with us this morning.  Everyone is 

invited to sign the Register of Friendship in the red folder on each pew.  If you are interested 

in learning more about our Church or about Church membership, an Elder will be available at 

the front of the Sanctuary following the 11 a.m. Worship Service and will be glad to answer 

any questions you may have.  We hope that you will find the warmth and love of Jesus Christ 

among the congregation at Hopewell today! 

 

We welcome the Rev. George Slaton to our pulpit today.  Rev. Slaton, who is a native of 

Charlotte, grew up in Concord and was a member of First Presbyterian Church.  He attended 

what is now Union Presbyterian Seminary, and graduated from Louisville Presbyterian 

Seminary.  After serving churches in Florida and Tennessee, he completed a residency in 

pastoral psychotherapy in Atlanta, GA.  Rev. Slaton served as both therapist and Executive 

Director at the Presbyterian Counseling Center in Wilmington, NC from 1980 to 2010.  He is a 

retired member of the Presbytery of Charlotte and serves on the Conciliation Team. 

 

Today is our annual Blanket Sunday, which is sponsored by the Presbyterian Women.  This 

unique ministry was begun more than 60 years ago by Church World Service and, as noted in 

the enclosed insert, provides more than just blankets to those that have been affected by 

disasters.  If you would like to contribute to this beneficial program, please use the enclosed 

envelope for your donation and then drop it in the offering plate. 

 

Please note that October 15
th

 is the deadline to submit articles for the November Newsletter. 

 

Today is the deadline to sign up for the JOY Luncheon Meeting!  Please bring a bag of candy 

for donation to this month’s “Trunk-or-Treat” event, and gather in the Family Life Center 

starting at 10:30 a.m. this Thursday, October 17
th

.  Following the meeting, a baked potato bar 

and salad bar will be served for the meal.  Donations are appreciated to help cover the cost of 

the food.  The sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board by Room A-2 in the Administrative 

Building hallway.   

 

Be sure to get your tickets from the Middle and High School Youth for “Movie Night” this 

Saturday, October 19
th

 from 7 - 9 p.m.!  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on and come enjoy 

watching “Hocus Pocus” together on the Church lawn.  Tickets cost $3/each.  Concessions will 

be for sale by the Youth.  All money raised at this event will go toward the Camp Fund for 

Summer Youth trips, so make plans now to come and help support our Youth through this 

fundraiser.   For more details, please contact DCE Sarah Scoggin. 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS (con’t) 

 

We will have the opportunity to present and dedicate our financial pledges for 2020 during our 

annual Commitment Sunday on October 20
th

.  “Welcome Home” is this year’s theme and is 

based on the story of the Prodigal Son found in Luke 15:11-32.  Please prayerfully reflect on 

this important decision in response to God’s mercy and love for us.  

 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help at the Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting to be 

held at Hopewell on October 29
th

!  However, more volunteers are still needed to help with set-

up, registration, parking, nursery, meals, etc.  If you can lend a hand, please plan to attend the 

final Organizational Meeting on Sunday, October 20
th

 at 12 noon in the Jeff Lowrance Room 

(A-12) of the Administrative Building.  Contact Jeff DePalmo or Conrad Puckett for more info. 

 

The Presbyterian Men Dinner will be held again on Thursday, October 24
th

 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Olive Garden Restaurant (8225 Northlake Commons Blvd., Charlotte).  RSVP is important in 

order to get seating together for everyone, so please RSVP by October 23
rd

 to Mike Puckett 

(704-996-9877 or infcol@bellsouth.net). 

 

Plan to bring the whole family out to enjoy the 12
th

 Annual Fall Festival and Trunk-or-Treat 

on Friday, October 25
th

 from 6 - 8:30 p.m.  There will be something for everyone--games, hay 

rides, “Trunk or Treat” for the children, and plenty of delicious food (hot dogs, hamburgers, 

funnel cakes, cotton candy, etc.)--so don’t miss this night of fun and fellowship!  Donations of 

candy, prizes, and baked goods for the cake walk are all needed for this event.  Volunteers to 

help with the games and food are also needed, as well as folks to decorate their car and 

participate in the Trunk-or-Treat.  Sign-up sheets and donation boxes are located in the 

Administrative Building hallway.  Please contact Carol Puckett for more information. 

 

Please join us at 11 a.m. on October 27
th

 for our annual Heritage Sunday, a time when we 

celebrate Hopewell’s Scottish heritage.  The Worship Service will feature bagpipes played by 

members of the Loch Norman Pipe Band, the Blessing of the Tartans, and more! Everyone is 

welcome to wear their family tartan, if available, for this special Service. 

 

On Sunday, November 3
rd

, we will observe All Saints’ Sunday by remembering the members 

of Hopewell who have died this past year.  Please join us as we light candles for each of these 

saints who have gone before us to join that great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us. 

 

Mark your calendars now and plan to enjoy a delicious meal at our Boy Scout Troop 42’s 

Gumbo Fundraiser planned for Sunday, November 3
rd

.  Dine-in will be served from 12 to 

1:30 p.m., or you may choose take-out between 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Scouts will be pre-selling 

tickets soon, so watch for more details and come out to help support our Troop! 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS (con’t) 
 

Adults 55 and over are invited to attend the overnight JOY Biltmore Christmas Trip that is 

being planned for December 9
th

 - 10
th

!  The JOY Group will leave early Monday morning and 

travel via chartered bus to Asheville, NC where they will eat at the Grove Park Inn Holiday 

Buffet and then go to the Biltmore House for the evening Candlelight Christmas Tour.  On 

Tuesday morning, they will enjoy a self-guided tour of the Biltmore grounds before returning 

to Hopewell that afternoon.  The cost of the trip, which includes the bus and admission to all of 

the above, is $165/person for a double hotel room or $225/person for a single room.  If you 

plan to attend, please sign up by October 20
th

 on the sheet available on the bulletin board by 

Room A-2 in the Administrative Building hallway.  Full payment is due by November 3
rd

.  

Contact Raymond Tucker for more information. 
 

Everyone is invited to the Sanctuary tonight at 6 p.m. to hear the St. James Male Chorus in 

concert!  For more information, please contact Harvey Poole. 
 

The annual Huntersville Lions Club Pancake Breakfast will be held in Hopewell’s Family 

Life Center this coming Saturday, October 19
th

 from 7 - 11 a.m.  Cost is $10/adults; 

$5/children; under 6, free.  Donations benefit the blind/visually impaired and the Huntersville 

Ocular Melanoma Cancer Cluster.  For more information, contact Josh Shope at 704-201-3162. 
 

Many thanks go to our Diaconate for providing such a delicious meal at last Sunday’s 

Congregational Luncheon to Honor Our New Members! 
 

We offer our gratitude to the many volunteers who pitched in this past week to ready and then 

restore the Family Life Center Kitchen for a much-needed professional deep-cleaning.  

Everyone’s teamwork made this huge task more manageable and your help was greatly 

appreciated! 

 
COMING EVENTS 

 

Sunday, October 20
th

, 9 and 11 a.m. - Worship Service with Commitment Sunday 
 

Sunday, October 20
th

, 12 p.m. - Presbytery Event Organizational Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 22
nd

, 7 p.m. - Worship Committee Meeting 
 

Friday, October 25
th

, 6 - 8:30 p.m. - Hopewell’s Fall Festival and “Trunk-or-Treat” 
 

Sunday, October 27
th

, 11 a.m. - Heritage Sunday Worship Service 
 

Monday, October 28
th

, 7 p.m. - Presbyterian Women C. T. Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 29
th

, 9 a.m. - Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting at Hopewell 
 

Tuesday, October 29
th

, 7 p.m. - Witness Committee Meeting 
 

Sunday, November 3
rd

, 9 and 11 a.m. - Worship Service with All Saints’ Sunday 



CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK 

 

Sunday 

9:00 a.m.   Chancel Choir rehearsal  (Room A-8) 

9:00 a.m.   “The Well” Contemporary Worship Service  (FLC) 

9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.   Worship Service  (Sanctuary) 

12:00 p.m.   Deacons’ Meeting  (Room A-12) 

5:00 p.m.   Kid’s Kirk  (Room A-8) 

5:00 p.m.   Middle and High School Youth Group  (FLC) 

 

Monday 

5:30 p.m.   Loch Norman Pipe Band rehearsal  (FLC) 

6:00 p.m.   Girl Scouts  (Activity Center) 

 

Tuesday 

6:30 p.m.   Cub Scouts  (FLC and Education Building) 

6:30 p.m.   Boy Scouts  (Scout Hut) 

7:00 p.m.   Personnel Committee Meeting  (Room A-1) 

 

Wednesday 

6:00 p.m.   Girl Scouts  (Activity Center) 

6:30 p.m.   Christian Believer Bible Study Class (Room F-12) 

7:00 p.m.   Chancel Ringers rehearsal  (Room A-8) 

 

Thursday 

10:30 a.m.   JOY Luncheon Meeting  (FLC) 

6:30 p.m.   Basketball  (FLC) 

7:00 p.m.   “Breaking the Code” Bible Study  (Room A-12) 

 

Saturday 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. “Hocus Pocus” Movie Night  (Campus Lawn) 

 
Please note:  Basketball (Saturday) will not meet this week. 

 

 

 


